
Dear parents and community members,

In a time of such uncertainty, it has been a privilege to witness our school community pulling together and truly demonstrating 
what it means to work Together Towards Tomorrow.  Thank you to everyone who has played their part, including those of you 
who have already begun your home learning adventure. 

By now you will be aware of comments from the Premier and Minister of Education last week regarding the final two weeks of this 
term. Below is a summary of how this relates to schools in particular.

This week - Monday 30th March to Friday 3rd April 2020. 
School is open and the children will be taught as normal. 
Parents are, however, encouraged to keep their children at home and access the online learning resources available at https://
www.education.wa.edu.au/learning-at-home, as well as guidelines and work packages available on our website (https://www.
currambineps.wa.edu.au/parents/online-learning-resources/) or through Connect.  
As previously advised, the declining number of students attending has allowed us to combine some classes so that staff are able 
to begin planning for Term Two.

Next week - Monday 6th April to Thursday 8th April 2020.
Children who cannot stay home will be supervised (but not taught) at school. 
Children attending school this week are those whose parents / caregivers need to work to maintain employment, children living 
with grandparents, or where school is the safest place for children to be.  During this week, staff will be preparing teaching 
programs for Term Two. 

We will be delivering with a new teaching model in Term Two and we will update you regarding this approach as more information 
becomes available.  To stay up to date, please read all of the information that is sent out from the school.  Every effort is being 
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made to keep you informed about what Currambine Primary School is 
doing to support you and your family.

Please be kind to yourself 
What we are doing is not homeschooling.  Homeschooling involves a 
parent choosing to school their children at home after considerable 
thought and preparation and generally does not include contact with a 
school.  This is new territory and we are developing an online learning 
approach which will be a new experience for students, parents and the 
staff.  We will develop and refine this model together in the coming 
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weeks and months. We will have many successes and there will be some mistakes along the way, from which we will all 
learn and grow. 

Parents have always been the primary educators of children and there is great value in everyday activities such as 
cooking, reading together, playing outside or watching a television documentary.  These activities all have educational 
value and I encourage you to participate in these experiences and enjoy this time together.

The home environment is not the school environment, please do not feel pressure to try to recreate school at home. 
Over time, and with the support of the school staff, you will create a learning environment that works for your family 
and this does not mean commencing school at 8.30 and finishing at 2.40.  We understand that you may be working 
from home, have young children in the house or any number of other matters that you will need to consider when 
developing your approach to supporting your children’s education.  

What works for you and your children will develop over time and may well be unique to each family’s circumstances.  It 
is absolutely alright to give yourself and children time to work through these matters.  This is also true for our staff who 
are developing new ways of teaching and we will need time to explore and evaluate options, test new ideas and modify 
teaching tools.

With that in mind, please be aware that;

• If the amount of work sent home via Connect or the Website is too much for your family’s circumstances, do less.

• The school has sent home lots of links to websites, you do not have to go to them all and use them all. 

• Please do not worry how much work the children in other families have completed or not completed, remember each 
families’ circumstances are unique.

• If the work your children are doing includes skills and concepts previously taught, please do not worry.  Revision and 
repetition are powerful tools for learning.

• If you are worried that your children are not getting through all the work because the kids are playing Lego, playing 
outside or you need to do the washing or cleaning, please don’t.  All of these activities have value and the children 
should participate in them.

• You may find yourself with two or three children completing work at different levels and it will be challenging to get it 
all done and support each child. This can be managed by reducing the amount of work you ask each child to undertake.

• There will be opportunities to use the learning materials we provide you and these will support your child’s learning 
but so will many other activities that you can do at home. Please be kind to yourself as parents as we transition into 
our new model of learning. 

We have included some additional tips on page six. We’ll get through these times together and we are only a phone call 
away should you need support.

WA Positive Behaviour Support Survey - Last Chance to Contribute 
Thank you to those that have already submitted their response to the survey.  We are hoping that everyone in our 
school community will contribute, it only takes one minute of your time to answer the survey, however your feedback is 
invaluable.  The survey will close tomorrow, Friday 3rd April. 
By way of background, the Western Australian Positive Behaviour Support Program (PBS) is being implemented into 
Currambine Primary School over the next three years.  The first step in this process is to identify three to five key 
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values to promote to our students and our school community.  As part of this 
process, staff have worked through a process to identify ten potential values 
for our school.
We are now seeking input from students and parents through a survey. 
All students in Year Four through to Year Six will have the opportunity to 
complete a survey on the values and we are keen for all our parents to also 
share their views. 

The link below allows parents to rank the ten values in order.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JR2B9N3
If the link does not work, please copy and paste it into your browser.

Welcome
I would like to welcome Mike Rymer to the school staff.  Mike has been 
appointed permanently to the school as our gardener handyman.  I am sure 
Mike will make a positive contribution to our school and very much enjoy being 
a part of our community.

Geoff Smith
Principal

Perhaps this week you might 
like to paint a picture of a 
rainbow and pop it out the 
front of your house for others 
to enjoy?

Or, perhaps get really crafty 
and paint a giant rainbow 
like Mrs Heartcliffe (pictured 
above)! 

Mrs Heartcliffe’s Rainbow Tips

• Use a piece of string like a 
compass with a whiteboard 
marker so you get nice, even 
lines.  You can draw the lines 
on the opposite side of the 
glass so you can easily wipe 
them off after painting.

• Add detergent to your paint 
so it will wash off after. Or 
to get a “stained glass” 
look, paint a thin black line 
between the colours and 
add some clear glue to your 
paint.

• The correct colour order is 
red, orange, yellow, green, 
blue, indigo, violet. (Parents, 
the Pre-Primary students 
will notice if you get it wrong 
they’ve all been learning 
colour order of the light 
spectrum in Art!)

• Consider starting with a 
small test patch to ensure 
your paint won’t stain your 
windows.

Let’s spread some rainbows 
of happiness across our 
community!

Rainbows of Hope

Here are some of the rainbows that our school community have already created.  
Perhaps go for a walk and see how many others you can find!
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BUTTERFLY LIFE-CYCLES IN TA22

TA22 and other Year Two classes have had visitors in their rooms for the 
past few weeks.  As part of the Biological Science learning area we have 
been closely observing the life-cycle of butterflies. 

We had caterpillars delivered to our classes about five weeks ago and 
they came with all of the leaves they could eat.  BOY DID THEY EAT!  We 
had to keep refilling the enclosure with fresh leaves as they munched 
through everything very fast.  We watched them get fatter and longer as 
they devoured all of the leaves.

Then all of a sudden, one morning when we got to school one of the 
caterpillars had made a chrysalis and was curled up inside ready for his 
metamorphosis into a butterfly.  Not long after that the others followed 
and made their chrysalis too. 
Although we couldn’t observe the metamorphosis directly we could 
still see changes through the walls of the chrysalis and noticed changes 
of colour happening and then the outline of patterns for the butterfly 
wings. IT WAS SO EXCITING!

Next, the most exciting thing of all happened.  We came to school one morning after a few weeks and there 
in a corner was our first Monarch butterfly.  His wings were still wet so he didn’t move. 
During class that day and the days to follow, we got very distracted on regular occasions as the butterflies 
emerged and started to flap their wings when they were dry.  Then, when they were completely dried off 
they flew around the enclosure and ate the watermelon we had put in there for them.

Eventually we had to release them into the garden so that they could go and find a great place to lay eggs 
and start the life-cycle all over again.  It was exciting and sad at the same time. 
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WINNERS OF THE BUSHFIRE BABY NAMING COMPETITION  
 
Many children returned to school after the Summer break having been exposed to the media 
coverage of the devastation caused by the fires.  During the holidays, a “Fire Support Event Team” 
was formed by some of our amazing teachers, with the intention of empowering our students and 
allowing them the opportunity to feel the strength of community.
One of the activities for the children involved a “Bushfire Baby Naming Competition”, giving 
students the chance to win one of four plush toys, by suggesting names for them.  There were so 
many thoughtful names suggested.  Thank you to everyone that entered and congratulations to the 
winners (below) who won the Bush Baby that they named.

P&C EASTER RAFFLE WINNERS

Thank you to everyone that contributing to the P&C Easter Raffle and congratulations to the winners.  
If you have not yet picked up your prize, please pick them up from the front office tomorrow.

 Mason, TA22
 Christopher, TA16
 Alannah, TA19B
 Ava, TA19A
 Marlene, TA18A
 Ben, TA32
 Marissa, TA33
 Eve, TA13
 Angelina, TA14
 Declan, TA15
 Amara, TA17
 Raine, TA19A
 
     

Congratulations and thank you 
for supporting our school.

• Numbat: Imogen from TA39 - 
“Raindrop, meaning it will rain 
and stop the fires.” 

• Possom: Stephanie from 
TA38 - “Flame, meaning put 
out the fire and save the poor 
animals.”

• Blue Heeler: Jordee from TA19 
- “Pretzel, because pretzels 
are the shapes of hugs that go 
on forever.”

• Koala: Malachi from TA42 - 
“Koa, meaning strong, brave 
and fearless.”
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SIX TIPS FOR HOME LEARNING SUCCESS

Learning from home is a new experience for our students, parents and teachers.  When you see photos or comments 
on social media demonstrating how others are doing things, please don’t worry that your way is wrong or not good 
enough.  Your way only needs to work for you and your children.  We have put together six simple tips that will help you 
support your child. 

Where possible, provide children with a dedicated workspace. It doesn’t need to be a full desk and office, it might be 
the kitchen table, however a consistant space will help them stay organized, and reinforces that they are in school-
mode.  Try to ensure that the workspace is in a quiet environment as it will help your child focus; music, television, and 
pets may cause unnecessary distractions.  

At school, your child is used to having set routines for lessons, classes, and lunch.  This may or may not work for you at 
home, it will be trial and error to work out what works best for your family.  For some, a full schedule might work each 
day.  For others, a checklist of a couple of activities may be better, as it allows the day to be more flexible.  You may 
find it easier to create lunchboxes and drink bottles as usual, to save the endless snacks and dishes.

Taking some time beforehand to get prepared can help the day run smoothly - and this will look different to each family.  
This might simply mean a quick glance at Connect the night before.  You may like to print some worksheets, jot down a 
checklist for the day, create a full schedule or get craft supplies together.  

At the end of the day, encourage the children to tidy their workspace so it’s ready and organised for the next day. 

You will find that the children will be familiar with many of the tasks that are set, however they may require some 
guidance at the beginning of a task.  Asking them questions is a great way for you to get involved too.  Studies show 
that students learn more when they talk about or explain what they are learning.  Letting them explain it to you is an 
opportunity for your child to build confidence in what they’ve learned.

In school, your child has many breaks throughout the day.  Regular, short breaks can help them focus and increase their 
productivity. Break-time is a perfect time to be physically active; encourage your child to stand up and stretch, take a 
walk outside, or play catch for 15 minutes. 

Social interaction is an important part of your child’s wellbeing, and right now they will be experiencing that less than 
normal.  Please help your child to reach out to their classmates and friends in some way, perhaps a phone call or a hand 
written letter. 


