
Dear Parents and Community members,

Mrs Kelly and I were out of the school last week participating in the Excellence in the Explicit Teaching of Literacy 
Program.  Currambine Primary School is one of twenty schools in WA participating in this project.  It was a 
great opportunity for Mrs Kelly and I to participate in professional learning and also to visit some of the highest 
performing schools in Western Australia.  We saw many practices that are already operating in our school, as well as 
other strategies that we can, and will, implement to enhance the achievements of our students. 
 
Science Week 
This week is Science Week and I would like to acknowledge Mrs Binedell and the team of teachers who 
have led this week’s events, providing a wonderful set of experiences for the children.  This has included the 
‘Science in Classrooms’ activity which will identify our top scientists across the school.  These scientists will be 
presented with awards at assemblies towards the end of the term. 
 
Other activities have included the colouring competition for our Kindergarten and Pre-Primary students and 
recycled material construction challenges across the rest of the school along with a science-based quiz. 
I also hope families will take the opportunity to enjoy the Shipwreck Car Rally in the coming weeks. Details 
regarding the rally are available on Connect and you’ll find more Science Week highlights on pages six and seven.  
 
Year Six Incursion 
Our Year Six students participated in the Adventure Quest Incursion this week, with a strong focus on team 
building.  The children clearly enjoyed the experience, which was one of two activities provided in lieu of the 
school camp, which was cancelled due to COVID-19. 
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Rhyme Time and Story Time 
I’m very pleased to announce that both Rhyme Time 
and Story Time have recommenced and will continue 
on Wednesday mornings from 8.45am in the Library.   
This program provides important early learning 
experiences, exposing children to concepts around 
narrative, how stories are structured, to phonemic 
awareness and the ability to hear different sounds in 
words, skills that are critical to early success in school.  
It’s also an opportunity for children to interact with 
peers and adults to enhance their social skills.   
 
I encourage members of the community, with children 
aged between 0-4 years, to join us for these programs 
and to share with friends and families and invite them 
to attend.
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P.A.L.S. Program 
Our Play and Learning Skills (P.A.L.S) program is in full swing and it was great to see so many young 
children and their families coming together and enjoying each other’s company and the activities we have 
for them.  P.A.L.S. is a wonderful opportunity for children to develop cognitive and social skills and to 
support the transition to a successful first year at school. 
The P.A.L.S. Program welcomes all children aged 0-4 and I invite you to share the program with other 
members of the community and invite them along. 
 
Open Night 
A reminder to all parents to mark Tuesday 1st September in your diaries for our annual Open Night.  The 
event will commence at 5.30pm and conclude at 7pm.  The Open Night is a wonderful opportunity for 
children to share their work and learning with family and for informal conversations between parents and 
teachers about the children’s schooling and progress. 
 
Book Fair 
Our school will host a Book Fair in the Library, from Tuesday 1st September through to Friday 4th 
September.  It will be open from 8am to 8.30am each morning and at the end of the day until 3:15pm.  It 
will also be open at lunch time, but not at recess time. On Friday, the Book Fair will cease after the morning 
trade, due to the Lapathon being held between recess and lunch. The book fair will also be open during the 
Open Night. I encourage parents to take the opportunity to buy a book or two for their children, as some 
profits are donated to enhance our library collection.

Please note: As the Book Fair runs in the library, Rhyme Time (Wednesday 2nd September) will be 
relocated to the Undercover Area for that week and Lego Club (Thursday, 3rd September) will be relocated 
to the Tech room.  
 
Voluntary Contributions 
Parents are most welcome to pay the voluntary contribution of $60 per child at the school office between 
the hours of 8am and 4pm.  We support families to pay the contributions by creating staggered payment 
arrangements which may be organised with our Manager Corporate Services, Lorraine Popham. 
 
CALENDAR SNAPSHOT

Week Five     Science Week.  A week of activities across the school to celebrate Science. 
Week Seven  Book Fair. The Book Fair will be hosted in the Library from Tuesday 1st September to Friday 4th Sept.  
  Part proceeds go to the Library.

  P & C Fathers Day Stall. Held over three days in Week Seven; 2nd, 3rd and 4th September.  
1st Sept Open Night.  (Please note that the date has changed from 2nd Sept.)   
3rd-4th Sept DETECT Study (Covid-19).  
4th Sept Lapathon.  Dress as a Frontline Worker. (Please note that the date has changed from 18th Sept.)  
10th Sept Dental Screening.  For Pre-Primary, Year Three and Year Six.

11th Sept  National Walk Safely to School Day.  Start the day with some fresh air by walking to school.

25 Sept Free Dress Day.  Please bring along a gold coin donation in support of the Angkor Project, which helps to  
  support the education of students in Cambodia. 
  Talent Assembly.  Hosted in the Undercover Assembly Area from 11.00am. 
  Coumbsey Cup.  The traditional staff versus students’ football match will be hosted at lunchtime on the  
  last day of school.

  Last day of Term Three.  

12th Oct First day of Term Four.  Students return on Monday 12th October.
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Loose Parts Play Program 
The school is seeking to trial a Loose Parts Play program in the area to the south of the ‘spiderweb’ 
playground, with specific year levels to be rostered on specific days.  We are seeking some 
resources to support the program including old tyres, heavy thick rope, kitchen utensils, material, 
pallets, wooden boxes, plastic boxes etc.  Further information is on page five.

Pre-Primary Excursion 
Our Pre-Primary students enjoyed a terrific excursion to AQWA yesterday which was, by all 
accounts, a wonderful experience.  My sincere thanks to the staff who have organised and led this 
event and also to the parents who attended and supported this very successful event.  Read more 
about their adventures on page eight.

Lapathon 
This year’s Lapathon will be held on Friday 4th September (please note that the date has changed 
from 18th September).  The theme this year, which was chosen by our Faction Captains, is 
Frontline Workers.  Students are invited to dress up as an essential worker for the day. Further 
information is on page ten.

National Walk Safely to School Day 
Now in its 21st year, National Walk Safely to School Day 
(WSTSD) is an annual event when all Primary School children 
are encouraged to walk and commute safely to school.  It is 
a Community Event seeking to promote Road Safety, Health, 
Public Transport and the Environment.  The event will be held 
throughout Australia on Friday 11th September 2020 and 
we invite our community to participate by walking, riding or 
scooting to school.

Geoff Smith
Principal

Congratulations to our Merit Award winners!

Did you know? 

When you need to advise the school that 
your child is going to be absent, you can 
simply send a text message to  
0408 934 134.

This information is used to update the 
school’s lesson attendance software, so 
the student’s class teacher is aware.

Tip: Save this mobile number in your 
phone as Currambine PS so it’s always at 
your fingertips!



Is there a staff member 
that you would like 
to nominate for their 
excellence in teaching and 
learning or educational 
leadership? Or perhaps 
their community 
contribution? 

The Currambine Primary School 
Board wishes to acknowledge and 
celebrate the contributions our staff 
make to our school. 

You are invited to nominate staff 
members for the awards in one of 
three categories; 

• Excellence in Teaching and 
Learning, 

• Excellence in Educational 
Leadership, or 

• Community Contribution. 

Nominations are can be submitted 
Geoff Smith by Friday 25th 
September (final day of Term 
Three).  

More information, including the 
nomination form, is attached.
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0-4 YEAR OLD PROGRAMS

 
Are you looking for fun, inexpensive and 
engaging activities for your 0-4 year old? 

Our community programs are a wonderful way for you to support 
your child’s early learning and acclimatise them to a school 
environment.

Children don’t need to have a sibling attending the school, all 
children (aged 0-4) and their parents are welcome to attend.

Rhyme Time - A fun session of nursery rhymes and singing 
aimed at supporting the phonic awareness skills. 

Story Time - An enjoyable and relaxing way to spend time with 
your child, while developing your child’s pre-literacy and social 
skills through stories.

Play and Learning Skills (P.A.L.s) - Includes outside play, 
indoor activities, singing and music to enhance fine/gross 
motor skills, develop social skills and provide engaging learning 
experiences to enhance his/her readiness for kindergarten.

If you have a child aged between 0 -4 years old, we would 
love to see you at one of our sessions this term.

Upcoming sessions

Week Six 
Monday 24th August: P.A.L.S. 8.45am to 10.30am, Undercover 
Area.  
Wednesday 26th August: Story Time. 8.45am to 9.15am, Library.

Week Seven 
Monday 31st August: P.A.L.S. 8.45am to 10.30am, Undercover 
Area.  
Wednesday 2nd September: Rhyme Time. 8.45am to 9.15am, 
Undercover Area (please note location change due to the Book 
Fair being held in the Library).

Week Eight 
Monday 7th Sept: P.A.L.S. 8.45am to 10.30am, Undercover Area.  
Wednesday 9th Sept: Story Time. 8.45am to 9.15am, Library.

Week Nine 
Monday 14h Sept: P.A.L.S. 8.45am to 10.30am, Undercover Area. 
Wednesday 16th Sept: Rhyme Time. 8.45am to 9.15am, Library.

Please note that 0-4 programs are not run in the last week of Please note that 0-4 programs are not run in the last week of 
term and will return in Week Two of Term Four.  term and will return in Week Two of Term Four.  Please contact 
the school office on 6207 6100 between 8am and 4pm weekdays 
for further details.  We hope to see you there!
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INTRODUCING.... LOOSE PARTS PLAY!
 
We are excited to soon be commencing ‘Loose Parts Play’ at Currambine Primary School.  
 
What is Loose Parts Play? 
Loose Parts Play is a type of play that supports invention, divergent thinking, problem-solving and 
offers a sense of wonder to children.  Loose Parts can be anything that can be moved, redesigned 
and combined to encourage creative play.  Loose Parts are open-ended, there’s no right or wrong 
way to play with them.  A stick, for example, may become a fishing rod near real or imaginary 
water. A rock might be used as a phone, a building block or a cookie.  A child’s imagination, 
creativity and desire are used to give purpose to an item that may once have been rubbish to us.

 
What are the benefits of playing with Loose Parts?  
Loose Parts Play is about real-world learning. It has many benefits, including improving their 
problem solving, decision-making, cooperation, negotiation, creativity and story-telling skills.  
 
Loose Parts create richer environments for children to play, giving them the resources they need 
to extend their play. Loose Parts aren’t prescriptive and offer limitless possibilities.  It provides an 
environment they can manipulate and where they can invent, construct, evaluate and modify their 
constructions and ideas through play.  The list of possible loose parts is endless but can include: 
-      natural resources – such as straw, mud and pine cones 
-      building materials and tools  
-      scrap materials – old tyres, off-cuts, and  
-      randomly found objects. 
 
Loose Parts Play at Currambine Primary and how you can help.  
Our Loose Parts Play area will be located in the space behind the spider web playground and there 
will be a roster for different year levels on different days.   
 
We are seeking donations from the community to create our Loose Parts Play area. If you have any 
of the following items spare and would like to donate them please contact Mrs Binedell via email 
(chantelle.cook@education.wa.edu.au) to arrange for them to be dropped off. 
-      Old baking tins, kitchen utensils, cups, plates, bowls, pots or pans 
-      Gardening equipment such as buckets, watering tins, hand tools 
-      Lengths of hose, old tyres 
-      Small or medium size stones 
-      Hanging baskets, plant pots 
-      Small or even medium to large pieces of wood 
-      Large electrical cable, hose or chain spools 
-      Sand 
-      Large containers to hold sand or water 
-      Plant seeds 
-      String or rope 



This week is National Science Week and there is a lot happening at Currambine Primary 
School to help encourage an interest in science amongst our students.  Our teachers have 
organised colouring and craft competitions, a treasure hunt around the school, as well as 
the Shipwreck Car Rally.  Our canteen staff have also been providing sharky-surprises and 
deep-blue delights! 

Saraya and Kyan D. learning about the 
Vergulde Draeck Shipwreck, during the 
Shipwreck Car Rally

Sienna and Kalen B. discovering Atlantis 
during the Shipwreck Car Rally
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SCIENCE WEEK AT CURRAMBINE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
‘DEEP BLUE: INNOVATIONS FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR OCEANS’.
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SCIENCE WEEK AT CURRAMBINE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
A SELECTION OF THE AMAZING  

SCIENCE WEEK COMPETITION ENTRIES
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On Wednesday 19th of August students, staff and some parent helpers from Pre-Primary went 
on an adventure to The Aquarium of Western Australia (AQWA) to celebrate and support Science 
Week 2020 and the Biological Science program. 

First, we went on the bus and were met by AQWA’s ‘Ocean Guide,’ Shan.  Shan told us all about 
AQWA and the things we would see.  Next, we took turns exploring the ‘Danger Zone’, ‘Touch 
Pool’, ‘Underwater Journey’ (the tunnel), ‘The Coral Coast’ and ‘The Marina’. We had so much fun 
and learnt so much about our ocean animals and how we can help protect them.  

Here are a few students from TA16 to tell us their favourite part; 
Layla: “We went on a travelator when the floor was moving and I saw the Nemos and Dorys.” 
Kobe: “My favourite part was the starfish (sea star) because we were allowed to touch them.” 
Aaron: “I loved seeing the sharks because I got to touch the Port Jackson Shark.  It felt bumpy 
and rough.” 
Menna: “My favourite part was seeing the turtles and learning about how they swim.” 
 
What an exciting first excursion for our little superstars!  We feel so grateful to have been able to 
share this experience with them this year.

DEEP SEA ADVENTURES AT AQWA WITH TA16 
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BICYCLE HELMETS WORK! 

Did you know that Australia was actually the first country 
in the world to make it mandatory to wear a bicycle 
helmet?

Helmets are incredibly important.  Research shows that since the introduction of mandatory 
wearing of helmets the death rates from cycling accidents have dropped dramatically.  Helmets 
work!

According to Bicycle Queensland: “Wearing a helmet reduces all head injuries in the event of an 
accident by about 69%, and serious head injuries by about 75%, including skull fractures and inter-
cranial injury and bleeding in the brain.” 

We’d like to encourage parents to set a good example by wearing your helmets too, and also 
ensure that helmets are correctly fitted.  When wearing a helmet use the 2V1 rule. The helmet 
should be no more than two fingers above the eyebrows, the side straps should be fitted close to 
the ears to make a V and you should be able to fit one finger under the chin strap, too loose and it 
is useless.

To assist students with correctly fitting their bike helmets, one of our Phys Ed teachers, Mrs 
Brooks, will be conducting helmet checks before school on Wednesday and Thursday mornings in 
Week Six and Seven at the bike racks.

As the weather improves, we hope to see more students embracing the Your Move ethos and 
selecting active travel alternatives to get to school! 

FROM LIT TLE THINGS, BIG THINGS GROW

You may recall that we handed out hundreds of sunflower 
seeds during the ‘Welcome Back to Term Two Drive Through’.    
We did this to remind our students that even when things are 
a little uncertain, it’s possible to find a bright side. 

Check out the beautiful (and huge!) sunflower that Jordan 
R. (TA16), Raine R. (TA19A) and their cousin 
Zane C. (TA43) have grown from one 
tiny seed! 

Have you planted 
yours yet?  If not, now 
is the perfect time to 
get planting!  If they are 
already blooming, we’d love 
to see them, please send 
your photos to casey.bryden@
education.wa.edu.au
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This term we are learning about minibeasts!  We were so lucky to be visited by the amazing 
Spineless Wonders incursion!  

David, the owner of Spineless Wonders, told us lots of information about all sorts of minibeasts.  
We now know that spiders are not insects, they are arachnids!  Also, did you know that worms do 
not have eyes, but they do have five hearts?  

We had the best time and we were allowed to gently touch a beautiful stick insect and an insect 
that resembled a dead leaf. 

MINIBEASTS IN TA19KA
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LAPATHON
 
This year’s Lapathon will be held on Friday 4th September (please note that the date has changed 
from 18th September).  

Our Faction Captains have selected the theme: Frontline Workers.   
Students are invited to dress up as an essential worker for the day.  

Sponsorship forms have been sent home and all sponsorship forms are numbered to reduce the 
opportunity of anyone collecting money without authorisation. For this reason, all sponsorship forms 
must be returned please, whether they have sponsors or not. 

While we would like our students to raise as much money as possible, a reminder that they are not 
to knock on strangers doors to collect sponsors/donations. This is in the interest of the safety of 
your children.

We are endeavouring to raise as much money as possible and your support in this fundraising event 
would be greatly appreciated.  The money raised this year will be used in the following ways:

·         Part proceeds to add shade structures to the oval

·         Support the Physical Education Program with resources

There will be a prize from our sponsor, Fair Game Sport for the highest money raiser in each class, 
as well as spot prizes given out by our Faction Captains on the day.

Parents are welcome to come along and join in the fun. 

Students from Pre-Primary to Year Six will complete a course on our oval according to their age.  
There will be a junior, middle and senior school circuit of varying distances.  Students will complete 
the course between 11.30am and 12.40pm, followed by an icy pole on the oval, before returning to 
their class for lunch.

Students will need to make sure they have a labelled bottle of water, a hat and apply sunscreen on 
for the day. 

We look forward to your support.

Jane Falco & Sue Brooks 
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Written by Kathryn Nel and Kiara Heartcliffe. 
 
On Monday and Tuesday, TA 32 and TA 33 had two full days of Lego 
Robotics.  We used a coding app to make this possible. 

On Day One we started off with seven missions. The first one we had 
to make the robot make different faces on the screen while displaying 
sound. The second mission was called moving your robot.  What we had 
to do in this mission was to move our robot forward and then move it 
backwards.  The next mission was, of course, the third mission. This one 
was called turning your robot. We had to complete three different 360° 
turns. Then we had… Mission Four! It was probably the hardest for most 
groups. Mission Four was called ‘Drive to Create the Perfect Square’.  In 
this, you had to make four perfect 90° turns. Mission Five was pretty 
straight forward. It was called, ‘Stop When Object Detected’.  You had 
an Ultrasonic Sensor on the robot and that was used to detect motion 
and objects.  Mission Six was called ‘Detect Colours’.  We used a Colour 
Sensor for this. You coded for a colour and when it detected the colour 
it would say the colour that the brick was.  Lastly was Mission Seven.  
We had a touch sensor that some people had to attach to the EV3 
robot.  After that, you had to code the robot so that when you touched 
this little red button the robot would start moving according to your 
code.  After Monday, everyone went back to their house and came back 
the next day.

On Day Two we had to complete our drivers’ license, even though we 
are 10, 11 and 12 year olds and you have to be 16 years old to get your 
drivers’ license, but this is no ordinary license this is your, wait for it… 
EV3 DRIVERS LICENSE!!!  
In this lesson, the teachers gave each class a mat that we used to test 
our robot and to see if we passed and got our driver’s license. We start-
ed off by touching the robot on its little red button as we told you about 
on day one. Then it had to go up to the cross walk where we put our 
hand down and it then stopped and said something when you lifted your 
hand up.  It would start moving for a second or two, then had to make 
a left turn, drive for a few seconds and then turn left again.  It would go 
forward for a few seconds, then reverse backwards into a parking spot.  
If you got that completed you would earn your EV3 driver’s license. 

EV3 LEGO ROBOTICS IN TA32
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SCHOOL BASED WINTER CARNIVAL WRAP
 
Written by Sue Brookes, Phys Ed Teacher. 

Last term our school competed in the Winter Carnival.  Our students performed extremely well and 
demonstrated fantastic sportsmanship. Well done everyone! 
 
Girls soccer was very exciting to watch, with the Blue Team 
just taking the win.  It was incredible to see the massive 
improvements in the girl’s performances from practise to the 
game, with each girl putting in 100% effort for their teammates. 
Well done to all those who participated.

The boys soccer consisted of three mixed ability teams, blue, 
white and a third, light blue. All teams looked great on the day in 
the school strips. The standard of play was of a high level with 
the first game being a total thriller, with a late goal, deciding the 
game for the blue team. Round Two and Three provided close, 
well-competed games with a number of goals by all teams, 
which meant for exciting viewing. The results were 1st place: 
Currambine Blue on two wins, 2nd: Currambine White on one 
win, one loss and 3rd: Currambine Light Blue on two losses. I 
would like to thank all boys for their positive efforts and cohesive 
play.  Thanks to Mrs Willis for being the timekeeper and scorer. 
 
The AFL teams trained very hard in the lead up to their round-
robin event on Thursday 25th June, despite restrictions around 
contact. The level of skill was fantastic and resulted in three very 
competitive games being played.  Mr Saxon and Bec from SEDA 
(who umpired the games) were very impressed with their effort, 
sportsmanship and behaviour.  The final results were; Yellow on 
36 points, Blue on 37 points and White took out the competition 
with a total of 71 points.  The three Best on Grounds went 
to; Sam Gliddon, Julian Louis and Lucas Camail.  Well done to 
everyone who participated!! 
 
There was excitement aplenty on the courts for the 
netball competition, with teams making up their names 
and chants.  With nearly 50 students competing, the 
competition was divided into two pools with the highest-
ranked team after three rounds playing off in the grand 
finale.  Congratulations to the white team (Pool A) and 
the purple team (Pool B).  After a hard-fought grand 
finale, with plenty of intercepts and some spectacular goal 
shooting, the white team were victorious. We would like to 
congratulate all players for the wonderful encouragement 
that was shown to all and the excellent manner in which 
the games were played.



P & C WISE WINERY FUNDRAISER
You are invited to support our P & C by purchasing wine or gin through Wise 
Wine, a 5 Star James Halliday rated winery in Margaret River.  
 
Buy any dozen bottles of wine or gin and not only will your order be delivered free of 
charge within 5-7 days (Perth) or 7-10 days (Regional WA & eastern states) 
direct to your door, but Wise Wine will also donate 20% of the sales price to our 
fundraising. 
 
Don’t want a dozen bottles? Get together with your friends and share a case, you can pick 
any combination of wines and gin to make up the 12 bottles.  
 
Participating is easy, simply select & pay for a straight or mixed dozen from the wines via 
the link below. Delivery is free via Australia Post. Wise will deliver the wine promptly to 
your home, business or PO Box. 
https://wisewine.com.au/currambine-primary/ 
 
Please also let your friends and family know about this offer! Perhaps share a dozen with 
the grandparents or tag your eastern state friends & relatives to get them to participate 
too. Last year our P&C managed to donate $25,000 to the school through different 
fundraising opportunities. This year their goal is to fundraise for a senior student’s 
playground, decoder books and advanced library books.

P & C FATHERS DAY STALL
2nd, 3rd and 4th September

Fathers Day is Sunday 6th September! Each class will get to visit the P & C’s Fathers Day 
Stall to have the opportunity to purchase a gift. The stall will also be open before school, 
at recess and at lunchtime.  All gifts are $8 and under. Happy shopping! 
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LADDS Bunnings Sausage Sizzle, a sizzling success!

The Bunnings Sausage Sizzle went well, raising approximately $1, 300 profit. A 
massive shout out to all the volunteers Mike Bush, Rhyland Bush, John Steele, 

Rob Hutchison, Quentin Korff, Robert Williams, Rob Wilson, 
Walter Ramage, Ryah Ramage, Mark Folkard, Bob Karimi, 
Nigel Smith, Josh Ihlein, Andy Heartcliffe, Darren Perera, Brian 
Kelly, Jonathon Shudra, Martyn Corf, Brad Ticehurst andMike 
from Mindarie Fathering Project Group.

Lots of laughs were had as we sold around 850 “snags”. Well 
done all!

The money raised will pay towards activities being scheduled 
later this year, such as the Camp Out, Science Night at ECU 
and Beach Safety Day (tbc).  Watch this space for more 
details.

https://wisewine.com.au/currambine-primary/ 
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BEFORE SCHOOL TENNIS LESSONS
We are pleased to announce we are now conducting before school tennis lessons at Curram-
bine Primary School to allow your child to start the day in an active and  engaging manor. 
Details of the program are as follows: 

 Day: Friday 16th October (8 weeks) 
 Time: 7.30-8.15am, $130 / child 

To Register please email info@oceanridgetennis.com.au or call Glen on 0433 340 646 with the 
following information: 
- Child’s Full Name
- Child’s Date of Birth
- Mobile number
- Email address 

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY


